
Glossary of occupat ion 
By Paul de Rooij  

Abused term s Translat ion 

Adm inist rat ive detent ion I m prisonm ent  w ithout  charges,  t r ial, som et im es 
without  legal representat ion, for undefined term s.  
I m prisonm ent  usually takes place in prisons and 
even in a concent rat ion cam p in the Negev desert . 

Bilateral negot iat ions Confiscat ion of land .  I srael confiscates/ steals 
land, and to legalize it s claim s it  engages in 
“bilateral negot iat ions.”   There have been no 
bilateral negot iat ions about  Palest inian claim s 
pertaining to land inside the Green line. 

Bypass road network Exclusive I sraeli-only roads carv ing up the West  
Bank and Gaza --  the concrete m anifestat ion of the 
policy to divide and rule.  All Palest inian property 
within an arbit rary range of the road is bulldozed, all 
t rees uprooted.  Bypass refers to t he fact  that  the 
roads avoid Palest inian towns. 

Caught  in crossfire Deliberate Killing 

Check points Choke points st rangulat ing Palest inian econom ic 
act ivit y by closing roads and not  let t ing any 
Palest inians pass without  lengthy and often 
unnecessary hum iliat ing personal searches.   

Clashes An unequal contest . 

Clashes suggest  that  two equal forces are slugging it  
out , but  the I sraelis happen to have one of the m ost  
powerful arm ies in the world. 

Closed m ilitary area A dem arcat ion for  the press and observers to 
stay out  so that  they won’t  witness the depredat ions 
of the occupat ion forces. 

Closure Siege and curfew .   

Curfew is im plem ented for weeks on end thereby 
creat ing an end to norm al life for all innocent  
civilians. 



Cycle of violence Disproport ionate violence 

“ I t  suggests, at  best , two equal sides, never that  the 
Palest inians are resist ing violent  oppression with 
violence.”   John Pilger, New Statesm an, July 1, 02. 

“Yes, there is a cycle and the violence is 
disproport ionate, but  what  is m issing is the context .  
Why is there violence at  all?  The standard refrain, 
when it  is rarely m ent ioned, is there is “hat red”  on 
both sides.  But  since I sraelis are like us ( fun loving 
and child hugging) and we don't  think of ourselves 
as hate- filled, then it  m ust  be the other side, the 
Arabs, who are hateful.  Add the history of 
persecut ion of Jews into the m ix, and what  you have 
is a cycle of violence based on Arab hat red of the 
Jews.  Presto, we arr ive at  the I sraeli propaganda 
line.”   Nabeel Abraham . 

Dem ocracy Chauvinist  ethnocracy .  

During the apartheid years in South Afr ica Whites 
also claim ed to have a dem ocracy and were r ight ly 
r idiculed for this posturing.  I srael isn’t  m uch 
different , and it s polit ical system  cannot  be praised 
or labelled “dem ocracy”  due to it s system at ic 
oppression of others.   

Dem ocracy is inclusive;  the I sraeli polit ical system  
excludes a large port ion of the populat ion.  I srael is 
the only count ry m aking a dist inct ion between 
cit izenship and nat ionalit y.  Thus Palest inians living 
in I srael have an I sraeli cit izenship, and an “Arab”  
nat ionalit y.  Dem ocracy applies to the Jewish 
nat ionals, not  to the cit izens of the state.  There are 
Arab m em bers of the Knesset ,  but  their r ights are 
curtailed in the Jewish state.  Palest inians in the 
occupied terr itor ies have zero dem ocrat ic rights 
although they are forced to pay som e taxes to I srael 
– a case of taxat ion without  representat ion. 

Dem ographic factors “ I sraeli newspeak for keeping the Arabs from  
outnum bering I sraeli Jews.”   

- -Nabeel Abraham  

Deportat ion Expulsion or  exile . 

The dict ionary definit ion of deportat ion:  banishm ent  
of an undesirable person to their nat ive land.  Given 
that  Palest inians are nat ives, thus legal residents, 
their expulsion is an im posed exile.  Furtherm ore, 
the term  deportat ion im plies that  the I sraelis are 
just  pursuing legal procedures.  The dubious nature 
of the appeals process and the sim ultaneous 
dem olit ion of the vict im s’ hom es cont ravene the 
Geneva Convent ion. 



Disproport ionate response I sraeli violence appearing in the press. 

Harshest  adm onishm ent  ut tered by the US gov’t  in 
response to I sraeli bom bings or assassinat ions.  By 
im plicat ion a “proport ionate” response – killing less 
people – is acceptable.  The com plicat ing factor of 
the usual I sraeli act ions is the press coverage.  
However, “proport ional” responses are ignored. 

Disputed terr itor ies Occupied terr itor ies. 

Curiously enough this term  was coined by the US 
gov’t  under Clinton.  Language reflects policy 
preference and the nature of the US “m ediators”.   
(see honest  broker)  

Facts on the ground Set t lem ents. 

At  best  they are considered bargaining chips, at  
worst  they are considered im m utable. 

Final status negot iat ion Chim era . 

The Oslo fram ework st ipulated negot iat ions dealing 
with m at ters of substance and m ost  im portant  to 
solve the conflict .  Note these negot iat ions are 
always in the future.  Current  negot iat ions deal 
m ost ly with issues of interest  to I srael, e.g., 
security, confiscat ion of m ore land. 

Generous offer Dem and for  surrender . 

Anything that  the I sraelis offer is generous, and 
should be accepted.  The Cam p David I I  “generous 
offer” am ounted to an offer of a fract ion of the West  
Bank and Gaza, no cont rol over borders, lim ited 
rem oval of set t lem ents, and no sovereignty, yet  this 
was supposed to be generous. 

I n good faith negot iat ions the part ies have a right  to 
refuse an offer without  adm onishm ent . 

Green Zones Palest inians out .  

“Zoned areas in the I sraeli-occupied Arab resident ial 
areas of the terr itor ies which are protected allegedly 
for environm ental reasons. A legal sleight  of hand to 
prevent  Arab developm ent .”  

- -Nabeel Abraham  



Ham as Catch all opposit ion group . 

An I slam ic opposit ion group fostered by the I sraeli 
secret  services during the first  int ifada.  I t s purpose 
was to underm ine the support  for the PLO.  Since 
then it  has becom e an effect ive opposit ion force 
opposed to Arafat ’s sell out .   

Anyone voicing crit icism  of the “peace process” is 
autom at ically classed as a Ham as supporter.   
Several leading intellectuals who objected to 
Arafat ’s shoddy approach to negot iat ions earned 
them selves a Ham as label by both I sraelis and the 
Palest inian “authority”. 

Held in detent ion Hostages.   

Pract ice that  becam e com m on during the first  
int ifada whereby I sraeli occupat ion forces im prison 
fam ily m em bers of wanted persons. 

Several Lebanese hostages have languished in 
prison without  charge, t r ial,  and with no prospect  for 
release.  Shaykh Ubayd has been held for m ore than 
13 years.  They are held even though the I sraeli 
occupat ion of Southern Lebanon has com e to a 
part ial end.   

Honest  broker The United States.  The count ry supplying I srael 
with m ost  of it s weapons and giving no-st r ings-
at tached econom ic handouts – several billion dollars 
every year not  count ing forgiven loans. 

I ncursion Attack . 

“The latest  euphem ism , ‘incursion’, is from  the 
vocabulary of lies coined in Vietnam . I t  m eans 
assault ing hum an beings with tanks and planes.”  
John Pilger, New Statesm an, July 1, 02. 

I nst illing hat red Palest inian New s, Educat ion .  

Describing the consequences of occupat ion to it s 
own populat ion.  The term  “inst illing hat red” is used 
to describe any Palest inian news or inform at ion, and 
form s the just ificat ion to bom b Palest inian TV and 
radio stat ions, and even target  individuals linked to 
som e schools.  Also a just if icat ion to rem ove 
accreditat ion of all Palest inian journalists. 

I sraelis find it  galling to be called assassins, thieves, 
and occupiers.  Palest inians are not  allowed to 
convey their experience to others.  Palest inian 
existence is cr im inalized, and so is their voice. 

I sraeli Defense Forces, I DF Occupat ion Forces.   

I  “D” F confers som e legit im acy, but  it  is a 
m isplaced respect  for a fully equipped arm y of 
occupat ion.   



I sraeli-side … the “I sraeli side” – today’s euphem ism  for the 
occupat ion forces.   
Azm i Bishara, July 25, 2002, Al Ahram  

A curious adopt ion of a euphem ism  by both I sraelis 
and the Palest inian “authority”.  

Leverage Offers you can’t  refuse . 

“ I n essence, I srael holds m ost  of the ‘cards’ and it s 
willingness to use the populat ion as hostages, 
coercing the Palest inian leadership to accede to ever 
m ore onerous dem ands.” Dr. Majed Nassar 

I sraeli desire to determ ine the outcom e of 
negot iat ions on the basis of balance of power 
instead of a balance of j ust ice. 

Man of Peace W ar Crim inal. 

Militants Resistance .   

Western m edia cannot  port ray the Palest inian 
resistance as m ilitary because this label obviously 
doesn’t  apply.  I nstead they use “m ilitants” also 
conveying the im pression of arm ed gangs, and 
therefore easier to just ify I sraeli assassinat ions. 
(see targeted k illings)  

Moderate physical pressure Torture .   

I srael is the only count ry in the world where torture 
is legal and used rout inely. 

Natural growth Subsidized set t lem ent  expansion .   

Just ificat ion to cont inue expanding set t lem ents.  
Every t im e dem ands are m ade for I srael to stop 
building set t lem ents on occupied land, it s retort  is 
that  expansion of exist ing set t lem ents m ust  
cont inue to accom m odate “natural growth”, i.e. , the 
subsidized st ream  of im m igrant  colonialists. 

Many of the set t lem ents have a large percentage of 
em pty housing, bringing into quest ion the need for 
further expansion. 



Neighbor pract ice Hum an shields 
“The use of a local resident  as a ‘hum an shield’ is a 
war crim e. That  was confirm ed, on live television, 
by a senior reserve officer, the form er president  of 
the highest  m ilitary court .  
 
The Fourth Geneva Convent ion expressly forbids the 
use of ‘protected persons’ (as the convent ion calls 
inhabitants of an occupied terr itory)  for such 
purpose. This pract ice, like the pract ice of 
com pelling Palest inian neighbors to tour buildings 
suspected of being booby- t rapped, is sim ilar to the 
killing of hostages in retaliat ion for resistance 
act ions…   
 
I t  was disclosed that  this is a widely-used m ethod, 
which has even been given a regular m ilitary 
appellat ion:  ‘neighbor pract ice’. Not  long ago the 
arm y prom ised the Suprem e Court  to give up the 
pract ice [ but ]  had no intent ion at  all of fulfilling the 
prom ise.” 
- -Ury Avnery, Palest ine Chronicle, Aug. 19, 02 
 

Neighborhood Set t lem ent . 

I sraelis and their apologists insist  that  Gilo is j ust  
another neighborhood of Jerusalem .  The fact  is that  
it  is built  on illegally confiscated occupied land – 
thus a set t lem ent . 

No building perm it  Order for destruct ion.    

An excuse to dem olish Palest inian hom es.  I sraeli 
buildings built  without  a perm it  are issued with one 
ret roact ively and are spared.  No I sraeli-owned 
hom e has ever been dem olished for lacking a 
perm it .  Palest inians cannot  in general obtain 
building perm its. 

Operat ion X Another at tack . 

Military operat ions are given nam es to m ake them  
m ore palatable – it  is a m ilitary m arket ing gim m ick.  
Any journalist  referr ing to an at tack on refugee 
cam ps by the operat ion’s nam e is in the very least  
not  t rying to be object ive.   

Peace process.   

Note that  Ariel Sharon’s 
pronunciat ion of this is closer 
to “piss process.”  He seldom  
refers to “peace” as an 
outcom e.  He is always in 
favor of the peace process, 
but  not  peace. 

Ruse to placate w orld opin ion .  

A perpetual process not  intended to reach any 
conclusion. A m eans for I sraelis to gain t im e and 
consolidate their hold on the occupied terr itor ies by 
expanding the “facts on the ground”, i.e., the 
set t lem ents.  From  their v iewpoint , the longer the 
negot iat ions leading to endless haggle the bet ter.   

Occasionally, if negot iat ions are advancing, they 
m ay need a t im ely disrupt ion, e.g., hold an elect ion 
and it  is t im e to start  the negot iat ions all over 
again!  



Pending invest igat ion Case closed . 

Of 25 I sraeli arm y invest igat ions in the past  22 
m onths, six were closed without  a result ;  others 
have yet  to be com pleted.  “The arm y hardly ever 
opens invest igat ions into cases of unlawful killing,” 
says Lior Yavne, Btselem ’s spokesm an.  “The arm y 
is basically conduct ing a policy of im punity.  Soldiers 
realize they can do anything they want  and they will 
not  face problem s.” 

- -Marie Colvin, “Cruel death of a West  Bank local 
hero”, Sunday Tim es, July 21, 02 

Phased withdrawal Grudging I sraeli pullout  of occupying forces over the 
area it  chooses, on a t im escale it  determ ines, and 
only after it  obtains guarantees that  the local 
populat ion will be policed to it s sat isfact ion.  No 
set t lem ents are ever dism ant led, only areas where 
the cost  of occupat ion has becom e too high. 

Proof of residency I D confiscat ion . 

Palest inian residents of Jerusalem  are often asked to 
show their I D papers to prove their residency r ights.  
Often police confiscate the ident it y papers, and 
thereby these people lose their right  of residency.  
I t  often leads to the fam ilies in quest ion being split  
up and losing their hom es.  The vict im s of this 
bureaucrat ic “t ransfer” policy num ber in the 
thousands. 

I D papers are generally not  reissued – the vict im s 
cannot  prove their residency because the papers 
were confiscated.  Photocopies of I D papers aren’t  
considered valid proof to reissue docum ents. 

Reform  process Satrap select ion .    

Polit ical t ransform at ion that  delivers the 
collaborators with I sraelis and Am ericans.  Any 
polit ician signing up to this m ust  accept  to oppress 
their own populat ion to com ply with I sraeli/ US 
dem ands.  Arafat  had signed on, but  couldn’t  
deliver. 

Rem oving cover Pretext  to flat ten hom es, clear agricultural fields, 
t rees, and so on.  Making a lunar landscape out  of 
the West  Bank and Gaza. 



Rest raint  Kinder/ Gent ler Aggression  

“ I f this is the latest  I sraeli m ilitary spin, the realit y 
for Palest inians is that  even ‘rest raint ’ by the I sraeli 
arm y is enough to m ake their lives m iserable. The 
arm y m ay no longer be dest roying vast  chunks of 
Palest inian cit ies, but  it  cont inues to terr ify  
Palest inian civilians by indiscrim inate shoot ing. 

…The arm y st ill sends tanks and t roops into 
Palest inian towns for forays of several days, as it  did 
in Jenin last  week, or for a single night  as it  did 
twice in the northern part  of the Gaza st r ip. Curfews 
are slapped on or lifted without  not ice, m aking life 
for all Palest inians unpredictable and hum iliat ing.” 

Jonathan Steele, The Guardian, August  9, 02. 

Retaliat ion, or I sraelis never 
init iate violence, they always 
respond. 

State terror , or  w holesale violence .  

The act ions taken as reprisals are:  (1)  collect ive 
punishm ent  on targets unrelated to the original 
act ion, and (2)  totally out  of proport ion to the 
original act ion.  On both accounts the act ions are in 
cont ravent ion of the Geneva Convent ions.   

Several t im es I srael has wrecked ceasefire 
agreem ents by assassinat ions or deliberate act ions 
m eant  to aggravate the situat ion. 

Right  of Return Bringing in  your people to displace us. 

“We regard it  as m orally wrong that  this legal 
ent it lem ent  should be bestowed on us while the 
very people who should have m ost  r ight  to a 
genuine ‘return’,  having been forced or terrorised 
into fleeing, are excluded.”  let ter by Brit ish Jews 
renouncing their “r ight  of return”, The Guardian, 
Aug. 8, 02. 

The “r ight  of return” requires a determ inat ion to 
drive out  the nat ive populat ion – it  is all in the nam e 
of creat ing lebensraum . 

Rocks Stones.  Palest inians throw stones at  soldiers in 
tanks and arm ored vehicles – it  is a sym bol of 
defiance and resistance. 

Security Their security . 

Dem and that  the occupiers not  be at tacked, and 
that  the violence not  spill over into I srael proper. 

Security always refers to the safety of I sraelis, it  
never refers to Palest inian concerns. 



Set t lem ents The stolen land . 

Jews-only garr ison villages built  on violent ly 
confiscated Palest inian land.  The purpose of the 
set t lem ents is to m ake a perm anent  claim  to the 
land, and im pede the form at ion of a Palest inian 
State. 

These garrison villages always appear on I sraeli 
m aps, whereas the Palest inian villages whose land 
was confiscated for the sam e set t lem ents disappear 
from  the m aps. 

St rongholds, nests of terror Refugee cam ps, hom e to hundreds of thousands of 
Palest inians, m ost ly refugees from  villages 
conquered by I sraelis. 

Suspicion Grounds for  im prisonm ent  or  assassinat ion . 

“… to say nothing of m any thousands of ‘suspects’ 
rounded-up and st ill im prisoned by I sraeli soldiers…”  

Edward Said, Punishm ent  by Detail, Aug. 8, 02. 

(see adm inist rat ive detent ion)  

Targeted killings Assassinat ion  where a m ilitary com m ander plays 
the role of j udge, jury, and execut ioner.  I t  lists as a 
war crim e under the Geneva Convent ions where the 
occupier has a duty towards the capt ive populat ion. 

“…nobody asks whether all these people killed were 
in fact  terrorists, or proved to be terrorists, or were 
about  to becom e terrorists.”   Edward Said, 
Punishm ent  by Detail, Aug. 8, 02. 

Terrorism  Retail violence, resistance .   

An oppressed populat ion has a r ight  to resist  and 
use violence when there is no alternat ive.  I t s 
violence is labeled “terrorism ”, and judged to be 
illegit im ate.  I sraeli violence is always found to have 
redeem ing characterist ics.   (see retaliat ion)  

Town planning “A euphem ism  for replacing Arabs by Jews, 
rem iniscent  of som e uses of ‘urban planning’ in the 
United States.”  Noam  Chom sky in The New 
I nt ifada.  

Transfer The obscene euphem ism  for ethnic cleansing  
(which is it self a euphem ism ). 

Unconfirm ed reports Accounts of I sraeli forces’ depredat ions. 

Reports are only confirm ed when either I sraelis say 
so or when “Western” journalists report  them .  
Palest inian accounts of events don’t  count  to 
substant iate a report ,  and at  best  are ascribed the 
“alleged” adject ive. 
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