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Global Poll

Dr. Nabil Kukali: Large Majorities of the Publics in the Islamic Countries
View the Goals of the US Policy in Their Countries Negatively.

Muslim Publics Oppose Al Qaeda’s Terrorism,
But Agree With Its Goal of Driving US Forces Out

Support for Including Islamist Groups in Elections

WorldPublicOpinio.Org in cooperation with the National Consortium for
the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) at the
University of Maryland / USA conducted July through September 2008 in
Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Jordan, the Palestinian
Territories, Turkey and Morocco a survey with a total random sample of
(6265) respondents among the publics of these countries on the basis of
face-to-face interviews and an ongoing, in-depth study. Margins of error
range from +/- 3 to +/- 4 percent.

The most important poll results reveal that very large majorities continue
to renounce the use of attacks on civilians as a means of pursuing
political goals. At the same time large majorities agree with al Qaeda’s
goal of pushing the United States to remove its military forces from all
Muslim countries and substantial numbers, in some cases majorities,
approve of attacks on US troops in Muslim countries.

People in majority-Muslim countries express mixed feelings about al
Qaeda and other Islamist groups that use violence, perhaps due to this
combination of support for al Qaeda’s goals and disapproval of its
terrorist methods.

However large majorities support allowing Islamist groups to organize
parties and participate in democratic elections. In some majority-Muslim
countries, Islamist groups, such as the Muslim Brotherhood, are
forbidden from participating in elections.



Steven Kull, director of WorldPublicOpinion.org, comments, “The US
faces a conundrum. US efforts to fight terrorism with an expanded
military presence in Muslim countries appear to have elicited a backlash
and to have bred some sympathy for al Qaeda, even as most reject its
terrorist methods.”

In nearly all nations polled more than seven in 10 say they disapprove of
attacks on American civilians. “Bombings and assassinations that are
carried out to achieve political or religious goals” are rejected as “not
justified at all” by large majorities ranging from 67 to 89 percent.

At the same time large majorities endorse the goal of al Qaeda to “push
the US to remove its bases and its military forces from all Islamic
countries,” including 87 percent of Egyptians, 64 percent of Indonesians,
and 60 percent of Pakistanis.

Asked specifically about the US naval forces based in the Persian Gulf,
there is widespread opposition across the Muslim world. Across eight
Muslim publics on average, 66 percent said it was a bad idea; only 13
percent called it a good idea. Opposition is largest in Egypt (91%) and
among the Palestinians (90%), but opposition is also large in America’s
NATO ally Turkey (77%).

One of the most alarming results is that significant numbers approve of
attacks on US troops based in Muslim countries, presumably as a means
to apply pressure for their removal. Respondents were asked about US
troops based in Iraq, the Persian Gulf, and Afghanistan. Large majorities
approve of attacks in Egypt (78-83%), the Palestinian territories (87-
90%), and Jordan (66-72%). In Turkey and Pakistan views are more
divided. However, only minorities support attacks in Indonesia and
Azerbaijan.

Opposition to US military presence appears to be related to largely
negative views of US goals in relation to the Muslim world. A key belief
is that the US has goals hostile to Islam itself. Large majorities ranging
from 62 percent in Indonesia to 87 percent in Egypt say they believe that
the United States seeks “to weaken and divide the Islamic world.”

Many also perceive the US having goals of economic domination. Large
majorities say that it is a US goal to “maintain control over the oil
resources of the Middle East” ranging from 62 percent in Pakistan to nine
in 10 in Egypt, Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Jordan, and the Palestinian
territories.



Views of al Qaeda are complex. Majorities agree with nearly all of al
Qaeda’s goals to change US behavior in the Muslim world, to promote
Islamist governance, and to preserve and affirm Islamic identity.
However, as mentioned, only minorities say they approve of al Qaeda’s
attacks on Americans. Consistent with this apparent ambivalence, views
of groups that attack Americans and Bin Laden are mixed or lukewarm.

Regarding al Qaeda, the pollsters addressed a series of questions to the
respondents in the major Islamic countries Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan and
Morocco. The wordings of these questions are as follows:

What is the extent of your approval of the following al Qaeda goals ?

1) Get US to stop favoring Israel in its conflict with the Palestinians.

87 % of the Egyptians, 64 % of the Indonesians, 55 % of the Pakistanis
and 75 % of the Moroccans agreed with this goal.

2) Get US to stop supporting Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Jordan.

56 % of the Egyptians, 46 % of the Indonesians and Pakistanis and 42 %
of the Moroccans agreed with this goal.

3) To require a strict application of Shari'a Law in every Islamic country,
and in the long run to unify all Islamic countries into a single Islamic
state or Caliphate.

65 % of the Egyptians, 48 % of the Indonesians, and 76 % of the
Pakistanis and the Moroccans agreed
with this goal.

4) To keep Western values out of Islamic countries

88 % of the Egyptians, 76 % of the Indonesians, 60 % of the Pakistanis
and 64 % of the Moroccans agreed with this goal.

And regarding the feelings of the publics in the eight polled Islamic
countries toward Usama bin Laden, head of al Qaeda, the following rates
of the respondents said they have positive feelings: In Egypt 44 %, in
Indonesia 14 %, in Pakistan 25 %, Morocco 27 %, in the Palestinian
Territories a considerable majority of 56 % scoring the highest rate, in
Jordan 27 %, in Turkey 9 % and in Azerbaijan only 4 %.




And those having mixed feelings toward bin Laden scored the following
rates: Egypt 25 %, Indonesia 21 %, Pakistan 26 %, Morocco 26 %,
Palestinian Territories 22 %, Jordan 27 %, Turkey 9 % and

Azerbaijan 4 %.

Negative feelings toward bin Laden felt: 17 % in Egypt, 26 % in
Indonesia, 15 % in Pakistan, 21 % in Morocco, 20 % in the Palestinian
Territories, 20 % in Jordan, 68 % in Turkey and the overwhelming
majority of 82 % of the Azerbaijanis.

Support for Islamist groups participating in the political process is quite
strong. Respondents were reminded that “in some countries there is a
debate about whether Islamist political groups should be allowed to
organize parties and run candidates in elections,” and then asked to
choose between two statements. Majorities or pluralities in every country
chose the statement “All people should have the right to organize
themselves into political parties and run candidates, including Islamist
groups,” including Pakistan (83%), Indonesia (81%), Azerbaijan (75%),
Palestinian territories (69%), Turkey (53%), and Jordan (50%). Few
chose the statement “Islamist groups should not be allowed to organize
and run candidates because their ultimate goals are not consistent with
democracy.”

In all eight Muslim publics polled, majorities see US support for
democracy in Muslim countries as conditional at best. Only very small
minorities say “the US favors democracy in Muslim countries whether or
not the government is cooperative with the US.” The most common
response is that the US favors democracy only if the government is
cooperative, while nearly as many say that the US simply opposes
democracy in the Muslim countries.

Responding to the question: " If the US were to withdraw its military
force from Iraq, do you think the likelihood that al Qaeda would commit
attacks against civilians inside the territory of the United States would
increase, remain unchanged or decrease ?", a minority only think that it
would increase ( 5 % in Egypt, 14 % in the Palestinian Territories, 11 %
in Turkey, 13 % in Jordan and a marginal rate of only 2 % in Indonesia),
whilst a dominating majority and big pluralities in these countries said it
would decrease, specifically: 70 % in Egypt, 46 % in the Palestinian
Territories, 43 % in Turkey, 46 % in Jordan and 37 % in Indonesia.
(These results were not duly considered by the Bush Administration, but
boost however now the standing of the new US administration under
President Barack Obama ).



Regarding the question: "Do you think it's a US goal to weaken and
divide Islam ?", a stunning majority in these countries answered "Yes",
so in Egypt and the Palestinian Territories 87 %, in Jordan, Turkey and
Iran 80 % to 84 %, in Indonesia, Azerbaijan and Pakistan a majority
ranging from 62 % to 67 %.

Significant similar numbers were recorded for "Yes" upon answering the
following two questions :

1. Do you think it's a US goal to spread Christianity in the Islamic

world ?

And

2. Do you think it's a US goal to maintain control over the oil resources
of the Middle East ?

Large majorities think also that the US favors the expansion of Israel's
national territory. These include in Egypt 86 %, in Indonesia 47 %, in
Pakistan 52 %, in Morocco 64 %, in the Palestinian Territories and in
Jordan a jaw dropping majority of 90 % and 84 % respectively, in Turkey
78 % and in Azerbaijan a convincing plurality of 43 %, whilst those who
answered "No" were in average a minority of 24 %.

Responding to the most critical question for the Palestinians themselves,
whether the creation of an independent and economically viable
Palestinian state is a US goal or not, the answers were — apart from the
Palestinians themselves- frustrating, since three only out of ten
respondents (30 % ) in average view the creation of an independent and
economically viable Palestinian state as a US goal, whilst a great majority
of 54 % in average think it's not. It's remarkable that only two publics,
namely the Palestinians and the Nigerians, with 59 % and 57 %
respectively, have a great confidence in the US to realize this goal, whilst
only an insignificant rate of 4 % of the Egyptians and 7 % of the
Azerbaijanis believe that.

And, last but not least, asked how the publics in the polled countries
generally view the current US Government (i.e. the Bush administration
in late 2008), 77 % of the respondents in average gave a negative opinion
and only 12 % in average view it positively.



Comment of Dr. Nabil Kukali on the Results of the World Public

Opinion Survey:

Dr. Nabil Kukali, a leading pollster in the Palestinian Territories and —
with his well-known Palestinian Center for Public Opinion — one of the
participants in this global poll, commented the outcome of this poll by
saying that "the results of this poll are not coming from void but clearly
show the degree of doubt among the publics of the Islamic countries
polled about the US intentions and policies and the people's objection to
them, particularly in the Middle East region and the Arab Gulf. "There
are", Dr. Kukali added, "failures and omissions committed by the
foregoing Bush administration, that left to the recently elected US
administration under President Barack Obama two wars of very uncertain
outlets and a US-made international economic crisis, that can only be
matched against that of the twenties of the last century ". Dr. Kukali
expressed optimism that the new US administration would take the results
of this poll as well as those of previous and future polls into its due
consideration, would exert great efforts in adjusting the US foreign
policies and amending the distorted US image in the Arab and Islamic
countries in particular and throughout the world in general. In addition,
Dr. Kukali trusts that the new US administration would be able to
reinstate the leading position of the US in the world as the mightiest
super-power that is determined to support the oppressed, to help the
needy and the weak and to stand by the people, who are deprived of their
rights such as the Palestinians, that are impatiently awaiting the return of
their legitimate rights to them and the establishment of their independent
and democratic Palestinian state, so that they can live in peace and
prosperity with their neighbors in the region, including the state of Israel.

For more information, please visit www.WorldPublicOpinion.org

Contact Persons: Dr. Nabil Kukali & Elias Kukali
Tel: 00970 2 277 4846, Fax: 00970 2 277 4892
Mobile: 00970 599 726 878

P.O. Box 15, Beit Sahour - Palestine
Email: kukali@p-ol.com
ncpo.ps Website:
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