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Third session: Women harmed by occupation and means
of addressing the consequences (women refugees,
Jerusalemites, prisoners, women affected by the Wall,
forcible displacement and other violations)

Presentations:

1.

Protection of women in armed conflict from the perspective of UNSCR 1325:
Fatmeh Muaget

Women harmed by occupation practices and means of addressing consequences:
Mariam Abu Daqqga

The responsibilities and roles of the UN in activating UNSCR 1325: Mariam Zaqout

Moderator: Suraydah Hussein

Rapporteur: Samar Aghbar

UNSCR 1325 requires linking it to other UN resolutions relevant to the Palestinian
question, such as Resolution 194, which requires political mobilization.

There is a need to re-engage with the Israeli occupation, document violations against
Palestinian women refugees and inform about the suffering of women refugees
and prisoners. The session stressed the importance of documentation and the need
to establish offices that monitor and document violations against women and their
socio-economic and psychological impact.

The National Coalition is an engine for mobilizing struggle; it shall find means for
mobilization through its friends. The documentation process must be planned;
establishing a small coalition of active organizations leads to avoiding duplication of
work and to sectoral specialization to collect the largest possible numbers of stories
in the shortest possible time. Hence the importance of thorough coordination and
networking among organizations.

The needs of women prisoners to end their suffering and take practical steps; develop
awomen’s vision of UNSCR 1325, CEDAW and the International Humanitarian Law; link
the violence of Israeli occupation with its negative impact on the Palestinian values,
adversely affected by occupation.

Appeal to the President to restructure the national reconciliation committees,
incorporating women in them.



Second Session: Mechanisms of strengthening women
participation in the national struggle for ending Israeli
occupation and making peace

Presentation: Haitham Arar, representing the General Union for
Palestinian Women

Moderator: Muna Khalili

Rapporteur: Maysoun Qawasmi

«  TheResolution is the women’s program; however it must be utilized to achieve security,
peace and protection from an international perspective, through international
instruments that are comprehendible to the whole world, as well as the need to
network with the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to activate the Resolution, since
the national reconciliation is one of the most important applications of the Resolution.

«  Strengthen the Palestinian women participation in the national struggle, identify the
reasons for the deterioration in the leadership role of women and the marginalization
of women in the reconciliation committees. There is a need for lobbying with the
Palestinian leadership regarding the need for women representation at all levels,
especially during the forthcoming period, where there is a need to rectify the track in
Cairo and represent women in the national reconciliation committees seeking an end
to national division.

- Stress the role of the PLO as the frame of reference of the Palestinian people, intervene
to restore its role as an umbrella for all Palestinian women, hold PNC elections, activate
all groups in this regard, have a clear plan to increase women participation in PLO
institutions and strengthen the national struggle. Women must organize themselves
and strengthen their role to have a real impact. Political parties and women members
in parliamentary blocs must promote wider women participation.

« Assert the need for popular resistance, restore the 1987 first Intifada form of women
engagement, and involve all groups of our people in the diaspora in the national
struggle;lobby with PNAto cancel oramendthe Paris Agreement; rectify the negotiation
track and resort to international instruments; support President Abbas move towards
the UN and submit a memoranda to friendly states demanding strong international
support for our cause and international protection to our people; adopt methods
to document violations against Palestinian citizens who are steadfast on their land;
support the boycott of Israeli products and promote the national economy. Women
must be present in the struggle against the Wall, against normalization of relations
with Israel and in the Palestinian struggle in general. We need all groups to deal with
the Resolution, develop a central plan to identify priorities, focus on documenting
violations against Palestinian women and families, particularly the impact of the Wall,
conduct a needs assessment of women prisoners after their release, ensure that they
play a role in decision-making, and include the groups who have suffered the most
from occupation, such as the wives of prisoners and martyrs.



Recommendations of the National Conference

First session: Opportunities for the enforcement of the
Resolution in Palestine:

Presentations:

1.
2.

Accountability and Protection: Rima Kettaneh Nazzal.

Responsibilities of th implementation of UNSCR 1325 in the Palestinian context -
Hamed Qawasmi.

The Palestinian responsibility in the implementation of UNSCR 1325 (PLO, PNA, Civil
Society Organizations): Ismail Hammad (Ministry of Women Affairs), Randa Seniora.

Responsibilities of civil society organizations in the implementation of UNSCR 1325:
Nadia Abu Nahleh

Moderator: Zahira Kamal

Recommendations:

Incorporate UNSCR 1325 in the Palestinian political discourse, which requires
developing clear relevant paragraphs to be incorporated in the discourse of political
and social officials.

Call upon parties and their political committees, as well as Palestinian Legislative
Council (PLC) and PLO Executive committee members to join the Coalition, with a
certain rate of male members.

Interventions require developing national reports that identify existing gaps and
provide suggestions for bridging them.

Issue a new Presidential Decree based on the presidential decision pertaining to the
International Women'’s Commission for Peace between Israeli and Palestinian Women,
indicating PNA’s commitment to UNSCR 1325.

UNSCR 1325 requires a national struggle program that gathers all women and
considers women's needs.

Non-Governmental Organizations can undoubtedly play an important role, raising
awareness of women towards their political role, promoting their participation in
political parties, encouraging women in the community and community-based
organizations to identify problems they face and propose possible solutions, and
build the capacity of women leaders to enable them to contribute to building their
communities and solve their problems. Such organizations also enhance women’s
visibility in public life, reversing their reality, promoting them as effective and capable
of affecting change at the personal and community levels, and ultimately enabling
them to merge into decision-making positions effectively.

Network with all international agencies to place Palestine on the international
agenda and hold Israel accountable for its human rights violations against the

Palestinian people.
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Consequently, enforcing UNSCR 1325 in the Palestinian context requires initially concentrating
on the specificities of the Palestinian women and the Palestinian Question, whereby the
struggle for ending occupation and realizing the national rights of the Palestinian people shall
constitute the framework through which UNSCR 1325 is addressed in Palestine.

Hence, the conference asserts the following:
First: The UN responsibility to:

1. Implement international legitimate resolutions on ending the Israeli settler
occupation of the Palestinian Territories, and enable the Palestinian people to
establish their independent state with Jerusalem as its capital over the territories
occupied on 4 June 1967.

2. Support the struggle of Palestinian women and ensure their protection from all forms
of violations perpetrated against them by the occupation.

3. Hold the occupation accountable for its crimes against Palestinian women at the
competent UN agencies.

Second: We demand the International Community to support the struggle of Palestinian
women at all levels and at international forums, adopt international strategies to support the
rights of Palestinian women whose rights are violated, including women martyrs, wounded,
prisoners, refugees, owners of confiscated land and all women victimized by the crimes of
occupation.

Third: The conference stresses the need for the Palestinian leadership to support women,
ensure their full and equal participation at all levels of decision-making and protect all
their rights.

Fourth: National parties and forces and civil society organizations must enhance and
expand the Palestinian women participation and support programs that strengthen such
participation.

Fifth: Develop national tools to monitor and document Israeli violations against Palestinian
women.

Sixth:The conference asserts the need to end internal division and realize Palestinian national
unity on democratic foundations to confront occupation.



Final Declaration of the National Conference on
the Implementation of UNSCR 1325 in Palestine

The National Coalition for the Implementation of UNSCR 1325 in Palestine was held on the
28" of December 2011; the Palestinian National Conference on UNSCR 1325 and addressed
the role of women in peace-building. The conference was held both in Ramallah and Gaza.
Discussions covered main themes about the mechanisms of enforcing the Resolution in
Palestine, the responsibility of the United Nations towards Palestinian women, and means
of supporting the steadfastness of Palestinian women and their resistance of the occupation,
with special focus on conditions of Palestinian women and Israeli violations against the
Palestinian people in general and women in particular.

The participants asserted the right of the Palestinian people to resist occupation until
they achieve their fixed and inalienable national rights, namely the right of return, self-
determination and the establishment of the fully sovereign Palestinian state with Jerusalem
as its capital.

The conference also asserted that the international community, especially the UN, must
assume their responsibilities towards the Palestinian people, seek an end to the historic
injustice afflicted against the Palestinian people, the only people living under occupation in
the world, and implement international resolutions that assert our national rights through
effective means, that would start with convening a conference mandated with the immediate
implementation of these resolutions.

The date of the conference commemorated the outrageous aggression against the Gaza Strip
that led to the death of over 1600 people, including 119 women, in addition to thousands of
wounded, including 800 women, and a massive destruction of the Gaza Strip. Moreover, amid
the continued blockade imposed on Gaza, the occupation force continues to construct the
Apartheid Wall, escalate its settlement activities with the aim of robbing the natural resources
of Palestine, including water, land and others, and continue its incursions against our cities,
villages and refugee camps, killing and arresting men and women freedom fighters.

Amid all that, the occupation force continues with the process of Judaization of Jerusalem, the
capital of our state, in an attempt to evacuate its indigenous people.

The international community sees and hears all that, and continues to be incapable of taking
any measures that would hold the occupation accountable for its crimes against Palestinian
women, men and children.

UNSCR 1325, based on important international instruments such as the Fourth Geneva
Convention, the Beijing Declaration, CEDAW and others, does not address the right of women
to directly resist occupation, Hence the UN must once again assume its responsibilities, by
addressing the status of Palestinian women struggling against occupation, in accordance with
the international instruments upon which this resolution is based.
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